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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL JULY 17 
HEADED "MOVEMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST." 


2. AS THE UNITED STATES, ISRAEL AND EGYPT PREPARE FOR THEIR 
FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING THIS WEEK IN A CASTLE OUTSIDE 
LONDON. A BRIEF WRAP UP OF THE LATEST REPORTS FROM THE 
MIDEAST PEACE FRONT IS IN ORDER: 


3. THE GOVERNMENT OF PRIME MINISTER MENACHEM BEGIN IS 
BRINGING TO THE MEETING A 26-POINT PEACE PLAN THAT THE 
EGYPTIANS FIND UNACCEPTABLE. EGYPT’S PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT 
WILL BE SENDING HIS OWN SIX-POINT PLAN, WHICH THE ISRAELIS 
HAVE TOTALLY REJECTED. YET ANOTHER PEACE PLAN, DRAWN UP 
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BY- WHO ELSE?- AU STRIAN CHANCELLOR BRUNO KREISKY AND WILLY 
BRANDT, THE LEADER OF WEST GERMANY'S SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY, WAS PUT FORTH IN VIENNA LAST WEEK FOR PRESENTATION 
TO A FORTHCOMING MEETING OF THE SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL IN 
PARIS. 


4. IT WAS IMMEDIATELY EMBRACED BY MR. SADAT, DENOUNCED BY 
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ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER MOSHE DAYAN, AND WARMLY WELCOMED 
BY FORMER ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER ABBA EBAN. 

5. ALSO IN AUSTRIA, MR. SADAT MET LAST WEEK WITH SHIMON 
PERES, OF THE ISRAELI LABOR PARTY OPPOSITION AND WITH EZER 
WEIZMAN, WHO IS MR. BEGIN'S SOMETIMES DISSIDENT DEFENSE 
MINISTER. ACCORDING TO A REUTER'S DISPATCH, HE WAS NOT 
CHEERED BY EITHER MEETING. JUST BEFORE LEAVING HOME, HE 
COMPLAINED THAT "IT S ONLY US WHO ARE MAKING CONCESSIONS- 
THE ISRAELIS NEVER MAKE CONCESSIONS. 

6. BUT HOURS LATER, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS QUOTED MR. SADAT 
ON HIS RETURN TO ALEXANDRIA AS SAYING THAT HIS AUSTRIAN 
VISIT HAD BEEN "MORE THAN A SUCCESS FROM MY POINT OF VIEW. 
AND LET US HOPE THAT IN THE NEAR FUTURE THERE WILL BE 
CONCRETE RESULTS." EGYPT'S VICE PRESIDENT HOSNI MOBARAK, 

ON HAND TO WELCOME HIS PRESIDENT, VENTURED THE VIEW THAT 
"THERE IS A LITTLE BIT OF FLEXIBILITY IN THE ISRAELI SIDE. 

7. MEANWHILE. IN JERUSALEM. MR. BEGIN WAS BEING QUOTED AS 
SAYING THAT ISRAEL HAD BROUGHT NOTHING NEW TO AUSTRIA AND 
ISRAELI OFFICIALS WERE APPARENTLY INSISTING THAT MR. DAYAN 
WOULD BRING NOTHING NEW TO LONDON. AND YET THE SAME DIS- 
PATCH, FROM THE POST'S YUVAL ELIZUR, SAID ISRAELI OFFICIALS 
(ALSO UNIDENTIFIED) WERE SO OPTIMISTIC THAT THEY WERE 
PREDICTING A "CONTINUING DIALOGUE" BETWEEN ISRAEL AND EGYPT 
EVEN IF THIS WEEK'S LONDON MEETING PRODUCES NO PROGRESS. 
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8. THE CONFUSION AND CONTRADITIONS HERE STRIKE US AS A 
HEALTHY AND PROMISING SIGN. THEY ARE ALMOST CERTAINLY EVI- 
DENCE THAT SOME KIND OF QUIET BACKSTAIRS BARGAINING IS 
GOING FORWARD AND THAT SOME PROGRESS IS ACTUALLY BEING 
MADE. THE FORTHCOMING CONFERENCE OF U.S., ISRAELI AND 
EGYPTIAN FOREIGN MINISTERS, FOR EXAMPLE, WILL PROBABLY 
TRY TO SEPARATE OUT THE PROMISING AREAS FOR AGREEMENT AND 
IDENTIFY THE OBVIOUS AREAS OF DISAGREEMENT IN THE 
RESPECTIVE EGYPTIANS AND ISRAELI PROPOSALS, RATHER THAN 
GET DOWN TO HARD BARGAINING. BUT IN TERMS OF GENERAL 
PRINCIPLES AND MEANS OF PROCEDURES-AS DISTINCT FROM THE 
SORT OF MATERIAL PROGRESS OR "BREAKTHROUGHS" THAT ONLOOKERS 
WILL BE STRAINING TO FIND. OR TO FIND MISSING-THE MEETING 

WILL PROBABLY MOVE THE PROCESS ALONG TO SOME FUTURE AGREED- 
UPON FOLLOW-UP CONFERENCE IN A LESS CONSPICUOUS LOCALE, 

SUCH AS THE ISOLATED SINAI DESERT TOWN OF EL ARISH, WHICH 
WAS ACTUALLY MR. SADAT’S FIRST CHOICE. 

9. AND THEN WHAT? ANOTHER WEIZMAN-SADAT ENCOUNTER IS 
ALREADY SCHEDULED IN ALEXANDRIA. AFTER THAT, THERE IS 
LIKELY TO BE MORE OF THE SAME, INCLUDING MORE CONFUSION 
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AND CONTRADICTIONS, MORE USE OF QUIET BACK CHANNELS, BUT 
NOTHING ANYTIME SOON AS ELECTRIFYING AS THE JERUSALEM 
DRAMA THAT INITIATED THE LATEST PHASE OF MIDEAST PEACE- 
MAKING. AND THAT, IN OUR VIEW, IS ALL TO THE GOOD. FOR 
THE TROUBLE WITH JERUSALEM, AND THE REASON THAT IT SO 
QUICKLY FOUNDERED INTO IMPASSE AND BITTER RECRIMINATIONS, 
WAS THAT IT ATTEMPTED TO LODGE AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL A 
PROCESS THAT WAS ALWAYS GOING TO HAVE TO BE WORKED OUT, NOT 
IN A LOVE SEAT IN FRONT OF AMERICAN TELEVISION CAMERAS BUT 
IN HARD, DISCREET BARGAINING ON ALL THE TOUGH QUESTIONS 
HAVING TO DO WITH DEFENSIBLE BOUNDARIES, AND THE PRECISE 
EVOLUTION OF THE WEST BANK IN SLOW STAGES TOWARD SOME FORM 
OF AUTONOMY THAT DOES NOT ENDANGER THE SECURITY INTERESTS 
OR FORECLOSE THE ASPIRATIONS OF ALL THE PARTIES INVOLVED. 
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10. THAT, IT SEEMS TO US, IS WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW. AND 
IF IT LACKS THE CLARITY AND SIMPLICITY OF LAST NOVEMBER'S 
PROMISES OF "NO MORE WAR" AND "REAL PEACE" FROM MR. SADAT, 

AND THE LARGE-MINDED ANSWERING PLEDGE FROM MR. BEGIN THAT 
"EVERYTHING IS NEGOTIABLE," IT AT LEAST EXPRESSES IN ITS 
OWN GARBLED WAY THE ESSENTIAL SPIRIT OF JERUSALEM: A 
MUTUAL INTEREST IN MOVEMENT, HOWEVER HALTING AND FUMBLING— 
A DESIRE ON BOTH SIDES TO DO SOMETHING TO DEAL WITH THE 
IMPASSE AND THE STAGNATION THAT ARE THE REAL THREATS TO 
STABILITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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